
Dear Friends

Hello from Anthea and me and the rest of 
our company. I trust this newsletter finds 
you happy and fit.

Thirty years ago, sitting with a cold rum  
and Coke in hand deciding whether 
running a vintage luxury train in South  
Africa would be a good idea, sometimes  
feels like yesterday. Yet here we are, three 
decades on with 11 journeys on offer, a staff 
complement of 420 and a rolling stock of 
130 coaches with 14 diesel, nine electric 
and five steam locomotives. Looking at it 
objectively is impossible but it is certainly a 
grand accomplishment for my family and 
my entire team, so three cheers to all of us 
and here’s to the next 30. 

The last year has been good with all our journeys attracting reasonable 
occupancies while the two-year-old Shongololo Express has been 
improving steadily. The workshop has been running at maximum production 
with a coach a month coming off the line and the build of our sixth train 
scheduled to be complete by the end of this year. The locomotive shop has 
also been going flat out with the tenth diesel loco now operational and four 
more to go. The nine electric units are still performing well.

Generally the future bookings are looking positive and I note that 2020 
and 2021 are receiving considerable support. We are especially thankful to 
our agents worldwide who have given our brand such tremendous exposure.

Thanks too to all of you that have travelled with us during the last year and a 
big thank you to the many ‘repeat offenders’ we have had on board. I really 
appreciate the kind support.

Good luck for the year and wishing you the best of health.
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NAMIBIA SAFARI
What an adventure this is and one that is aesthetically very different from any other 
journeys we have on offer. It took a while to gain traction for this trip but now it’s a 
popular and beautiful sojourn. The journey now operates between Pretoria and Walvis 

Bay as the train no longer stops in Swakopmund. The station and train-
parking facilities here are far superior and the platform is considerably 
longer – an important feature for 500m-long trains.

GOLF SAFARI 
For the serious and not-so serious golfer, this nine-day trip is proving a real delight 
for our passengers and golf pros on board. Our golfers play games at some of South 
Africa’s top courses while our leisure guests enjoy interesting tours and game drives 
in the Pilanesberg, Kruger, Hluhluwe, Spionkop and Mpaka in Swaziland.

GOOD HOPE 
To our minds this is one of the most gorgeous journeys on offer. Starting in Pretoria, 
travel across the Drakensberg Mountains to the historical Panorama Route*. Enjoy 
a game drive at Kruger* then explore the Kingdom of Swaziland*, Hluhluwe wildlife 
reserve and the world-heritage site, St Lucia*. After tours of Durban’s botanical 
gardens*, Bloemfontein and Kimberley’s Diamond Museum*, arrive in Oudtshoorn* 
to visit the incredible Cango Caves. Traverse the Outeniqua Mountains to the natural 
paradise of Knysna* followed by a spectacular meander along the Garden Route to 
the Cape winelands* before arriving in Cape Town for a tour of the Mother City. 

*Optional golf itinerary playing at some of South Africa’s top courses.

J O U R N E Y  N O T E B O O K GOING LOCO 
for our

LOCOMOTIVES

Shongololo Express
The train that runs itself! 

The Shongololo Express is away from home for such lengthy 
periods of time that if it weren’t for the daily updates we 
receive from Senele, the train’s long-serving manager, we 
might forget its existence. Senele and his team have done 
very well with this train. The 
Southern Cross journey has 
proved very popular while 
the Dune Express and Good 
Hope are improving steadily.

Thanks to the investment by Angola into the new 1350km C.F.B. 
railway line between Lobito and the border town of Luau, we are able 
to launch the journey we have been hinting at for a while. In July 
2019 our maiden voyage of the Trail of Two Oceans sets off from 
Dar es Salaam in Tanzania for its 15-day sojourn. Our band of intrepid 
travellers will experience a game visit in the Selous, a fly-in two-night safari in South 
Luangwa (Zambia), a tour of Lubumbashi (DRC) and short walking tours along the 
copper trail detailing Angola’s recent history with journey’s end in Lobito, Angola.  
We thank you for the enthusiastic support we’ve received for this trip and are looking 
forward to opening up this new route. Hope to welcome you all on board one day!

A TRAIL 
of TWO
OCEANS

DAR ES SALAAM - LOBITO
15 DAYS • 4300km 
Available in reverse

Getting into the business of hauling our 
trains with our own traction and drivers is 
not something we ever wanted to do. It’s 
a massive undertaking in terms of cost 
and logistics but in the medium term 
we needed to create this department to 
secure our independence for the future.
 
In our last newsletter we spoke of the 
six diesel locos we purchased from 
Australia in 2017. We have now added  
to the fleet with eight more that we 
bought locally. In total we have five 
steam, nine electric 5E2 and 10 diesel 
locos operational.
 
On the Victoria Falls journey we now 
haul our own trains between Beitbridge 
and Victoria Falls and have set up 
accommodation for drivers and a depot 
for six of our locos in Musina. We hope 
to be granted permission to haul the 
Durban Safari with our electric locos and 
have also put in an application to use our 
electric traction between Pretoria and 
Klerksdorp on the Cape Town journey.
 
We are still predominantly reliant on 
Transnet for traction and service but 
it is our hope that once we have been 
granted permission to run our own locos 
on the national network, we might be 
able to improve our schedule-keeping. 

https://www.rovos.com/journeys/namibia-safari
https://www.rovos.com/journeys/golf-safari
https://shongololo.com/route/good-hope/
https://shongololo.com
https://www.rovos.com/journeys/dar-and-lobito
https://www.rovos.com/journeys/dar-and-lobito
https://www.rovos.com/journeys/dar-and-lobito
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Serving delicious four-course meals from a 
20m2 galley-kitchen has and always will be 
a supreme challenge. From the first click of 
the keyboard placing the orders to presenting 
our guests with their meal is akin to a slick 
military manoeuvre. I have always had the 
utmost respect for the hard-working men 
and women in all our kitchens who simply get 
on with this arduous task!
 
However, one can never rest on one’s laurels so when our 
daughter, Tiffany, joined us early in 2018, she gently but firmly 
pointed out to her ‘parentals’ that the on-site F&B offices, 
kitchen and stores were overdue a revamp. We employed 
Maryke Reuvers, a talented and professional chef and 
consultant who – along with our long-standing store managers 
Melody, Eileen and Michelle – contributed valuable and 
practical ideas. Add our new Procurement Manager, Hannetjie 
Storm, to the mix and we had an indomitable team to oversee 
this much-needed renovation. Thank you, Ladies.

Our chefs and kitchen teams have undergone 
evaluation and further training with Maryke who has 

travelled the trains, working alongside them 
gaining valuable insight into the vagaries of 
a moving, hot, small kitchen. She has also 
spent long hours working on the menus 
taking on the challenge of constructing 
varied but tasty, simple meals with the 
ultimate test being our long journeys.
 
I also had occasion to reflect on our bar 
menu. I am a fierce advocate for supporting 

local industry and to this end took a good, hard look at our 
spirit offerings. South Africa has made huge advances in this 
field, often winning coveted overseas awards. With the help of 
the delightful Carl and Sean from The Whisky Rebellion we 
have put together a wonderful new list with local gins, vodkas, 
liqueurs, rums and whisky with a few necessary ‘internationals’. 
Our local wine industry is world-renowned and I am delighted 
to say that the wine list has been proudly South African since 
our first trip on 29 April 1989.

We trust you will enjoy our new offerings and  
we welcome your feedback.

Pictured above from left: Maryke and Tiffany

Food & Beverage 
D E P A R T M E N T

by Anthea Vos

Our F&B department underwent an overdue overhaul this year headed up by the creative talents  
of Maryke Reuvers, a professional chef and consultant, and Tiffany Vos-Thane.

Workshop Update
The dedicated crew have worked around the clock and over the 
past year have successfully completed the rebuild of a dining 

car, kitchen car, staff car, two lounge cars and five sleeper 
coaches with altered configurations.

Above from left: Thabo measuring aluminium strips for a Royal suite; Fikile sorting 
through cardboard waste – our recycling is a giant project; Prince shaping the shower 
panels for a Shongololo coach; Norman, one of our electricians, busy on a Royal coach. 
Below from top: Deluxe Split Twin; Royal bathroom; Royal Split Twin; Royal Double.

COACH BUILDING

Thank You
DESIGNER
Paddy Burke was one of our very first 
acquaintances in the train business and 
was introduced to us by Graham Viney in 
1988. She was responsible for designing 
our logo and compiled and edited our first outstanding brochure. 
Since then, I cannot even begin to count how many productions 
she’s been involved in, suffice to say everything coming out of 
her office has been top class. She’s a true professional and can 
be surprisingly stubborn when putting her ideas and decisions 
across (I have learnt not to argue). Thank you for your long 
involvement with the product and the Vos family. 

HISTORIAN
Nicholas Schofield has been involved 
with Rovos Rail since 1993 when he 
accompanied us on the first Dar es Salaam 
journey as historian and lecturer. It would 
be hard to imagine a Dar trip without him 
now as he has undertaken the journey 
every year since then. He has also been 
a continuous pillar of support with his 
writing ability being utilised on virtually every journey itinerary 
in the armoury. His knowledge of Africa is incredible and not far 
behind is his computer-like recall of unrelated events in history. 
Many of our past passengers remember him well and have long 
after their journey with us complimented me on the choice 
of lecturer on their tour. He has also proved himself to be an 
outstanding ambassador for Rovos Rail and South Africa. Thank 
you Nicholas for your friendship and valued contribution to our 
adventure over the years.

COIFFURE
Our coiffure extraordinaire, Craig Geater, 
stepped aboard his first Dar es Salaam 
trip in 1995 and has since been cutting 
and styling guests’ hair as well as playing 
an integral role as our guest liaison. Thank 
you for being prepared to leave your home 
and puppies five times a year to assist us 
on board, Craig. We appreciate your 
insight, calm demeanour, sense of humour and your willingness 
to pitch in during challenging trips.

PHOTOGRAPHER
We’d like to thank Ross Hillier for the 
10 years of gorgeous video content and 
photographs! He’s a part of the Rovos 
family and loves that we ask him to hang 
out of helicopters and speeding cars to get 
the shot! Thank you, Ross. 

KEEPER
We’ve shared stories with you about the weird and wonderful 
animals we have rescued and rehabilitated over the years so we 
thought we would introduce you to their devoted keeper, Chester 
Macebele. Supported by a small team, Chester has worked 
with us for 10 years and has cared for 
the donkeys, horses, cows, alpacas, dogs, 
cats and all our birds (including Rambo, 
an aggressive rooster) with dedication 
and an ever-present smile. Thank you for 
your service, Chester. We appreciate your 
warmth and care for the animals. 
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2019 Rovos Rail celebrates its 30th 
year of operation on 29 April 2019. • In 
July the maiden voyage of the Trail of Two 
Oceans sets off from Dar es Salaam in 
Tanzania for its 15-day sojourn to Lobito.

1986 Rohan received the first letter of permission to 
run a train on the national rail network.

1987 Major activity 
occurs while rebuilding loco 
2702 BIANCA and the seven 
carriages that were to depart 
on the first journey.

1989 Restored the 
original 1893 railway hotel, 
the Victoria Hotel, as 
the new head office, staff 
quarters, training depot 
and departure point for the 
inaugural trip to Transvaal.

1990 To celebrate the 
first birthday in April 1990, 
a fully steam-hauled Pride 
of Africa journeyed to Cape 
Town on a four-day trip. 
A succession of breakfast, 
lunch and dinner trips were 
run between Cape Town and 
Simon’s Town for the travel 
industry, press and corporates.

1991 We launched 
the monthly Pretoria to 
Cape Town return trip – now 
the most regular journey on 
the schedule. • Loco 3360, 
a 19D, was launched in May 
after a nine-month rebuild.

A few trips were run to Maputo in Mozambique but 
the uncertain security situation and wreckage strewn 
along the track made this route unattractive. • Rohan 
piloted his twin-engined plane into the airport at 
Dar es Salaam – the first SA private aircraft to arrive 
there in 30 years. • The first rooms in the Victoria 
Hotel were opened after three years of restoration. 

1993 The first Rovos 
train trundled into Dar es 
Salaam – the trip has taken 
place every year since then.

1994 When tourism was 
at its lowest ebb in years, we 
committed ourselves to extending 
the route from Pretoria to Victoria 
Falls – now one of the most popular 
routes that has gained worldwide status. • A significant 
milestone was reached when we purchased 38 redundant 
carriages from the railways, which was quite an 
achievement after nearly going bust a year earlier.

1995 Coach 15021, 
an engineer’s caboose, was 
overhauled and positioned in 
the V&A Waterfront to be 
used as a Cape Town office.  

• Eight rebuilt carriages  
were launched.

1996 For the first 
time two trains departed  
on the same day from the 
Pretoria yard – one to the 
Eastern Transvaal and the  
other to Cape Town. The 
first journey from Cape  
Town to George was also  
run in this month. • In a  
year of frenzied activity,  
15 rebuilt coaches,  
which were  
used to  
create the  
second train, were  
put into service.1997 Propnet (Transnet’s property arm) signed the lease 

over the Capital Park property – 12 acres at the time, now 
grown to 60 acres. Today this is a shining example of a private 
railway yard of world-beating standard.

1998 The 
workshop equipment 
was moved to Capital 
Park and construction 
started on the station, 
platform, crew rooms and 
other facilities. • Rovos 
reunited South Africa and  
Namibia by rail with a seven- 
day 3400km journey from 
Pretoria via Kimberley, 
Upington and the Fish 
River Canyon to Windhoek, 
and finally to the 
Atlantic coast at 
Swakopmund.

MILESTONES 
&  M E M O R I E S

1988 Dramatically 
increased coach-building 
activity took place, plus the 
arrival and rebuild of loco 
439, an 1893 6 Class. • The 
first video was shot and initial 
publicity photographs were 
taken. • Joy Haward became 
Rovos Rail’s first employee in 
the marketing department.

2001 Rovos Air began developing with 
the purchase of two 1954 Convair 440 aircraft. 
They were used to convey train passengers 
from Polokwane to Victoria Falls in Zambia and 
also available for charter anywhere in Southern 
Africa. • A panoramic nine-day African Collage 
around South Africa was introduced. • A nine-day 
Golf Safari ran for the first time – five top-class 
courses with optional excursions for non-playing 
guests now operating three to four times a year.

1999 The official 
opening of the new Rovos 
Rail Station that coincided 
with the 10th Anniversary, 
on which occasion Rohan’s 
mother, Mrs Marjorie Vos, 
formally launched the Class 
25NC locomotive 3484.

2000 Twelve coaches 
derailed in Bulawayo due to severe flooding so we changed  
the Victoria Falls route to Polokwane with a flight to Victoria 
Falls. • A new safari was introduced between Pretoria and 

Durban including game drives in the Kruger National 
Park, Mkhaya Reserve in Swaziland and Hluhluwe 

Reserve in Zululand.

F I R S T  B I R T H D A Y

2002 The  
13-day Southern  
Africa Air Safari  
was introduced including an 
optional two-night journey on 
the train and two nights at six 
outstanding venues in South 
Africa, Namibia, Botswana and 
Zambia. • A 1944 DC3 was 
added to the Rovos Air fleet. 

The building programme was once again 
accelerated with the purchase of a further  

14 coaches from the Railways.

20
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10th ANNIVERSARY

Discussions were ongoing 
about possibly traversing 
Zimbabwe again.

2005 Started building 15 carriages. • In October, 
the first departure from the company’s new lounge at 
1 Adderley Street, Cape Town, took place. • The Club 
Lounge and Pullman accommodation were launched.

2006 A direct journey between Pretoria 
and Victoria Falls was reintroduced travelling 
via Botswana. • A freight-train  
derailment ahead of us at Mbeya  
in Tanzania severely interrupted  
the Dar es Salaam journey.

2007 We bought a nine-coach train from 
Spier Wine Estate to convert into a function 
and excursion train. • We rebuilt a train for 
Bushtracks and delivered it to Livingstone. 
• A diesel blower conversion on coal-firing 
25NC loco MARJORIE increased the range 
to 400kms. • The first Pullman coaches were 
launched, along with 237 Observation Car and 
our first motor vehicle carrier.

2008 The inaugural 
four Cape-to-Cairo 
itineraries were successfully 
completed. • Disaster 
struck in May when 12 
frontline carriages were 
destroyed by a fire in the 
yard. • A new boardroom 
and educational facility 
was opened in the old 
restaurant building on our 
western border at Rovos 
Rail Station.

2009 March saw the arrival of 
a historic 35-ton steam crane. • On April 29, the newly rebuilt eight-coach excursion train 
was launched on the occasion of our 20th anniversary. • Rohan and Anthea’s daughter Bianca 
joined Rovos Rail. • An eight-coach train was delivered to Ingwe in Pietermaritzburg in May for 
Eshimoya Rail. • We purchased a house named The Homestead at 94 Main Road, St James in 
Cape Town, with a view to turn it into a guesthouse. • We also purchased an existing six-room 
guesthouse in St James at 108 Main Road – St James Manor. • In October we expanded the 
station by 3 acres, taking a lease on the restaurant and auctioneer premises in order to create 
financial offices, a boardroom and training facilities. • In November, the Commonwealth bogie 
modification to the Zimbabwe coaches was approved by the railways.

20th ANNIVERSARY

2010 Coaches 
3444 and 3863 launched 
in February. • Zimbabwe 
coach 4098 undertook 
its first journey with the 
Commonwealth bogies. • In April, we opened our 
first guesthouse in Cape Town, the St James Manor. 
• The refurbished financial offices, boardroom and 
training facilities were opened on May 1st. • The train 
from Cape Town was involved in a derailment 
at Centurion Station on April 21st.  
• Lounge 3277, Pullman  
3438 and Diner 6447 were 
launched. • In December, we 
purchased Seaforth House  
at 96 Main Road, St James, 
with a view to converting it  
into a guesthouse.

2011 On January 
21st we launched Diner 
5274 (fondly known as 
the ‘Rust Bucket’), Guards 
Van 3964, Observation 
Car 6320 as well as 
the last of the coaches 
damaged in the derailment. 
• In February, our DC3 
‘Delaney’ was brought 
back from Windhoek to 
Pretoria. • We opened 
St James Seaforth 
Guesthouse in Cape Town 
on April 1st. • Rohan and 
Anthea’s daughter Brenda 
joined Rovos Rail.

2003

The rebuilding of St James Homestead in Cape Town began in 
May with six spacious rooms to add to the nine of the Manor 
and Seaforth already in operation. • Wolf Mensing, our loco 
and museum curator, passed away on 22 November. • The 
first pillared dining car 3463 was launched in December.

2013 DC3 ‘Delaney’  
went out on a 20-day 
Southern Africa Air 
Safari. • Two more 
pillared dining cars and 
an observation car were 
launched. • In December 
we opened St James 
Homestead in Cape Town.

2014 In February we purchased five 1973 diesel locos  
from Apex Industrial ex Queensland Rail. After their arrival  
in Pretoria in late June work began on their major overhaul.  
• Two more Namibia departures were added to the schedule. 
• A new Victoria Falls itinerary commenced. • The rebuilding 
of 10 coaches for the fourth train began. • We celebrated 25 
years on 29th April. • Shaun married Lucie on 15 November.

2015 Mia Bella and Camilla, 
our Nguni heifers, arrived at Rovos 
Rail Station. • Rohan and Anthea’s 
first grandchild, Tallulah was born. 
• The Dar journey extended to 15 
days. • We bid farewell to the Rovos 
aircraft in May. • Rebuilt eight 
coaches. • Rohan travelled to Congo 
and Angola to negotiate traversing 
rights. • On 18 December we 
purchased the Shongololo Express. 

2016 On 9 January, 
Bianca married Brandon. • On 
21 January, the first Rovos Rail 
diesel locos hauled the train to 
Dar es Salaam. • On 17 February, 
the first Shongololo Express 
journey departed. • Tulip and 
Alfie were born to Mia Bella and 
Camilla, respectively.

2017 Tiffany married Justin on 11 February 
and Brenda married Adrian on 15 April. • The train 
travelled through Beitbridge again on the Victoria 
Falls journey. • The African Collage extended by a 
day. • ZS-ARV landed in Australia. • We purchased 
five diesel locos and sent four to our depot in Musina. 
• A lifting station was commissioned at Rovos Rail 
Station in April. • Deon Meyer travelled on the train.

 CAPE TO 
CAIRO

 DAR ES 
SAL AAM

AIR 
SAFARI
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30th ANNIVERSARY

Rohan and Anthea’s daughter Tiffany 
joined Rovos Rail. • We renovated the 
Food & Beverage premises. • The stores 
department received an upgrade.20
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STAFF NEWS
Once again our magician of a Train Operations Manager, Melody 
Maishman, pulled a rabbit out the hat and organised a fantastic 
Awards Day of spirited games and fun for our train and site staff. 
There was a life-size water slide, football soccer pitch, tug-of-
war and slippery soccer. The staff competed against one another 
fiercely and dressed up in their teams as ballerinas, wizards, 
cooks, clowns and as the Flinstones. A great deal of fun was had 
with an impressive prize-giving afterwards with many walking 
away with a top-quality gifts kindly donated by our loyal and 
wonderful suppliers. Thank you Melody for arranging a great day!
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• Tiffany Vos-Thane, Rohan and Anthea’s youngest daughter, officially 
joined us in February 2018 and is working closely with each department 
to implement more effective management systems and productivity.
• Anzelle van der Vyver joined the ferocious finance team.
• Congratulations to Renolda Motha and Lyle Ontong for their 
promotions to Train Manager.
• Dené De Souza was promoted to manager of St James Guesthouses.

• Johan Peters moved into the reservations team in Pretoria with Mandie 
van der Linde taking over as an Admin Deputy on board the train.
• Anton Bouwer moved from head office in Pretoria to join Lorraine 
and the rest of the Cape Town team.
• Mart Marais, one of our longest serving train managers, has taken up 
a position on site. Mart will still be managing the train from time to time 
but she will mostly be on site assisting with staff training.

• We are delighted to welcome our first Procurement Manager, 
Hannetjie Storm, into our family. Her background is in mining so we 
are sure she will be a tough opponent for staff members who want to 
procure only the most expensive items!

• We welcomed Basil Gouws (Senior Technical Manager) and Chantel 
Jeffery (Administrator) into our loco department.

• Anna Mthombeni Our fierce little Anna “Laundry” bid us farewell 
after 25 years of service. The 4ft6 warrior headed up the laundry and 
its coordination for as long as we can remember and ruled with an 
iron fist. Should a laundry bag come back after a trip missing even a 
face cloth, thunder and fire could be heard and felt from across the 
property! Anna did herself and Rovos Rail proud and she will be sorely 
missed by all of us. Thank you, Anna, and wishing you all the best in 
your well-earned and much deserved retirement.
• We also bid a sad farewell to our Locomotives and Maintenance 
Manager, Coenie van der Walt. Coenie has been with us since 2002 
and has grown tremendously over the past 17 years. He will be sorely 
missed although we wish him all the best in his new venture as a 
business owner!
• Charlotte Sullivan resigned from her reservations position in Cape 
Town after being with us for nearly four years. Thank you Charlotte for 
your years of service and we wish you well!
• After nearly 11 years with us, Michelle Ferreira has decided to move 
on from Rovos Rail. She first began on the train as a hostess and worked 
her way up to Deputy Manager and then eventually to our on-site food 
and beverage department. Her big smile, contagious laugh and her love 
for all animals will very much be missed. Thank you for your service and 
wishing you all the best.

H
an

ne
tji

e 
St

or
m

M
ic

he
lle

 F
er

re
ir

a
C

ha
rl

ot
te

 S
ul

liv
an

Johan Peters, Mart Marais, Mandie van der Linde and Anzelle van der Vyver

It is sometimes hard to believe 
how long staff members have 
been working here but as many 
say: “Rovos is in our blood!”  
We are fortunate and grateful 
for your service and thank you 
for your dedication.

2018
30 YEARS

25 YEARS

2019
30 YEARS

 
20 YEARS

Joy Strydom
Kenneth Mahlaela
 Daphne Mabala
Belinda Modikwa
 

Aubrey Phogole
Joe Mathala
Joseph Maphosa
 Natalie Brown
Estee Badenhorst

ROLL CALL

Congratulations to the 
2018 winners. We are 

thrilled to have you on board. And thank you to everyone for 
their hard work. It sure was a busy year with great and challenging 
trips so your commitment, loyalty, good work ethic and upbeat 
attitudes are very much appreciated. 

Associate of the Year Melody Maishman 
Train Manager Adam Bentley 
Deputy Manager Heinrich Ehlers
Admin Deputy Juandre Erasmus 
Chef Constance Hadzi
Barman Mara Barnard 
Dining Victoria Schoerie
Hostess Veronica Vermeulen 
Kitchen Mavis Manganye
Laundry Rebecca Mako
Passage Ephenia Mako
Maintenance Jacob Feni

2018 AWARDS
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Sarah Letshwiti It was a sad day for  
all when we learned of Sarah’s 
passing. Her big and beautiful 
smile, her can-do attitude and her 
willingness to always go the extra 
mile were what took her from 
cleaning passages on the train to 
one of our most trusted chefs 24 
years on. Our sincerest condolences 
to her daughter and the rest of her 
family. Sarah’s absence is and will 
continue to be felt by all.

Naomi Serema Our entire staff complement lost its breath 
when the news was received of Naomi’s untimely passing 
in April 2018. The saying goes that dynamite comes in small 
packages and Naomi was a living testament. She was fearless, 
worked hard and had no issue putting Rohan or anyone in 

place should they not adhere to the rules 
she set out in her efficient and organised 
department. She was with Rovos Rail for 
22 years and during those times there was 
many a shouting match for Naomi took no 
nonsense and stood her ground. Her absence 
is felt and she is sorely missed by all.

REST IN PEACE

LET THE GAMES BEGIN

We unfortunately lost some good people in the last year. Silas Mothokoa worked in the loco department 
for 14 years; Grace Ndlovu worked on the train in the laundry for 11 years and Anna Ntloana, site 
laundry assistant, was with us for almost 16 years. Our sympathies go out to their families and friends.

THE CLUB

It is our pleasure to introduce the  
Rovos and Shongololo Club. 

A majority of our guests see a trip with us as a ‘once in a 
lifetime experience’. However, many of them – once they 
have travelled – feel that the experience should be repeated 
and shared. We also have our train enthusiasts who find train 
travel to be a necessity of life. Throughout our decades of 
operation we have always aspired to maintain a high standard 
of personal service whilst meeting the individual needs of our 
valued guests. The Rovos and Shongololo Club is an extension 
of this policy as it gives us the opportunity to thank all of our 
‘Repeat Offenders’ for their support and loyalty through a 
personalised incentive-based programme.

Second-timers are eligible for registration and thereafter 
(from trip 3) the incremental discounts apply to the number 
of journeys travelled. These discounts are available to club 
members only and are subject to availability. Discounts are 
not applicable when special rates, charter rates or event rates 
are booked. As a returning guest, club members are also 
entitled to a 10% discount at our St James Guesthouses in 
Cape Town. 

Donhé Boshoff was welcomed to manage the club as well 
as coordinate and oversee all departures and arrivals. Please 
contact Dohné for more information about the club on  
+27 (0)12 315 8242, dohne@rovos.co.za or visit rovos.com.

GOODBYE

From top left: Joy, Joe, Joseph, Belinda,  
Natalie, Kenneth, Daphne and Estee
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https://www.rovos.com/about/rovos-rail-club-2
tel:0027123158242
mailto:dohne%40rovos.co.za?subject=Tribune%20-%20Club%20Enquiry
https://www.rovos.com/about/rovos-rail-club-2
https://www.rovos.com/about/rovos-rail-club-2
https://shongololo.com/club/


THE MANOR has an aura of grandeur with five suites 
and a standard twin, each of which are decorated to reflect 
the opulent times of a bygone era. There are a number of 
attractive reception rooms, a library, bar, breakfast room 
and dining room where, on request, dinner can be hosted. 
Carved into the mountain is a pool and deck. ~Manor & 
Homestead use Seaforth gym facilities. 6 suites

SEAFORTH is a modern, luxury guesthouse with 
a casual but elegant atmosphere in keeping with its 
seaside location. The three en-suite bedrooms upstairs 
are engaging and stylish as are the spacious downstairs 
facilities, which include a breakfast and dining room, a well-
fitted kitchen and large lounge and study that flow onto the 
verandah, pool and gym. Perfect to hire as a unit. 3 suites

HOMESTEAD is unmistakably Cape Dutch with its 
centre flanked by two grand gables and wings. The house 
boasts a tiered garden with pool and deck, six beautiful 
sea-facing suites, a well-equipped kitchen and laundry, 
open-plan lounge and dining and an upstairs lounge with 
great views. 6 suites

SUITES
We have 3 suite types: Superior (±70m2), Deluxe (±60m2) and Standard  
(±30-40m2). Note that our rate year is valid from 1 October to 30 September. 
See latest Rates & Dates, General Information and T&C at stjamesguesthouses.com
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The Rovos Collection

Bespoke train safaris through the heart of Africa 
combine magnificent scenery with the glamour 
and excitement of the golden age of leisure travel. 
In a series of journeys lasting from 48 hours to 15 
days, Rovos Rail links some of the subcontinent’s 
greatest destinations. reservations@rovos.co.za

JOURNEYS All available in reverse

CAPE TOWN 
2 nights/3 days 1600km Pretoria-Cape Town 
Rediscover the old pioneering trail through the 
stark beauty of the Karoo.

DURBAN SAFARI
2 nights/3 days 800km Pretoria-Durban
Venture into the heart of the South African 
bushveld and cross the Drakensberg escarpment.

VICTORIA FALLS
3 nights/4 days 1400km Pretoria-Victoria Falls 
See one of the natural wonders of the world.

GOLF SAFARI
8 nights/9 days 2100km Pretoria-Pretoria
A kaleidoscope of golf, game and scenic beauty to 
entertain discerning players and astute travellers.

NAMIBIA SAFARI
8 nights/9 days 3450km Pretoria-Walvis Bay 
Explore untamed deserts and the wild Atlantic on 
this 9-day odyssey.

AFRICAN COLLAGE
9 nights/10 days 3700km Pretoria-Cape Town  
A rich tapestry of landscape, game, history and 
culture covering South Africa’s top destinations.

DAR ES SALAAM
14 nights/15 days 5800km Cape Town-Dar
Embark on this epic voyage across Southern 
Africa through five countries.

ANGOLA
14 nights/15 days 4300km Dar-Lobito
A pioneering east-west African adventure.

JOURNEYS All available in reverse

GOOD HOPE
15 days 3900km Pretoria-Cape Town
A grand odyssey covering every tourist 
facet of South Africa – our flagship tour.

SOUTHERN CROSS 
12 days 2500km Pretoria-Victoria Falls
An impressive panoramic journey through 
South Africa, Swaziland, Mozambique  
and Zimbabwe.

DUNE EXPRESS
12 days 3800km Pretoria-Walvis Bay
An epic journey of discovery to the Atlantic.

Rovos Rail, Shongololo Express and St James Guesthouses

SPECIAL PACKAGES
Discover our packages on rovos.com or consider combining some of our journeys.

PRIVATE HIRE
See our bespoke offerings for private and corporate train safaris on rovos.com.

THE SUITES
Vintage carriages combine with modern luxuries in three suite types on board: 
Pullman ±7m2, Deluxe ±10m2 and Royal ±16m2 available in double or twin 
configuration. All of our suites are double occupancy therefore our rates are per 
person sharing one way. A 50% single supplement applies to single passengers. 
See latest Rates & Dates, General Information and T&C at rovos.com

The Shongololo Express provides a very 
special touring experience for visitors to 
Southern Africa. The three rail journeys of 
between 12 to 15 days traverse South Africa, 
Namibia, Swaziland, Mozambique and 
Zimbabwe. reservations@shongololo.com

Shongololo Express

THE CABINS
Vintage carriages combine with modern luxuries in two cabin types on board:  
Gold ±7m2 and Emerald ±10m2 available in double or twin configuration. All of our 
suites are double occupancy therefore our rates are per person sharing one way.  
A 50% single supplement applies to single passengers.

THE TRAIN
Each train has accommodation carriages, dining cars, a bar, smoking lounge and 
observation car with open-air balcony. The en-suite double or twin cabins have 
tea-and-coffee facilities, safes, hairdryers, bedding, towels and amenities and are 
serviced daily. There is adequate storage and the small cupboards are equipped 
with hangers and shelves.
See latest Rates & Dates, General Information and T&C at shongololo.com

St James Guesthouses
Discover our three elegant seaside retreats 
overlooking the vibrant fishing village of Kalk 
Bay and St James with majestic views across 
Cape Town’s False Bay – a perfect addition to 
our rail journeys. guesthouses@rovos.co.za
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https://www.stjamesguesthouses.com/guesthouse/the-manor/
https://www.stjamesguesthouses.com/guesthouse/seaforth/
https://www.stjamesguesthouses.com/guesthouse/homestead/
https://www.stjamesguesthouses.com
https://www.stjamesguesthouses.com
https://www.rovos.com/journeys/cape-town
https://www.rovos.com/journeys/durban-safari
https://www.rovos.com/journeys/victoria-falls
https://www.rovos.com/journeys/golf-safari
https://www.rovos.com/journeys/namibia-safari
https://www.rovos.com/journeys/african-collage
https://www.rovos.com/journeys/dar-es-salaam
https://www.rovos.com/journeys/dar-and-lobito
https://shongololo.com/route/good-hope/
https://shongololo.com/route/southern-cross/
https://shongololo.com/route/dune-express/
https://www.rovos.com/journeys/special-packages
https://www.rovos.com
https://www.rovos.com/private-hire/about
https://www.rovos.com
https://www.rovos.com/trains/on-board
https://www.rovos.com/rates-dates/rates-dates-2018-2019
https://www.rovos.com/general-info
https://www.rovos.com/rt-terms-conditions
https://www.rovos.com
mailto:reservations%40shongololo.com?subject=Tribune%20-%20Shongololo%20Enquiry
https://shongololo.com
https://shongololo.com/the-train/the-cabins/
https://shongololo.com/the-train/life-on-board/
https://www.stjamesguesthouses.com
mailto:guesthouses%40rovos.co.za?subject=Tribune%20-%20Guesthouse%20Enquiry


1212

A Murder 
Mystery
It’s not often one’s 
business becomes a 
character in a novel 
and we’re pleased as punch that 
acclaimed South African novelist, 
Deon Meyer, has incorporated 
the train into his new book, Prooi 
(meaning “victim” in Afrikaans). The 
book launched in October 2018 and 
some of its promotion featured a 
lovely picture of the train en route 
from Cape Town to Pretoria. We 
wish you success, Deon, and thank 
you for allowing us our Agatha 
Christie moment!

In wildlife rescue and rehabilitation we have sponsored and donated to the David 
Sheldrick Wildlife Trust and Rhinos Without Borders. • sheldrickwildlifetrust.org  
• rhinoswithoutborders.com • Educating South Africa’s youth and assisting underprivileged 
children with quality education saw us donating to Thembelihle Primary School, the 
Good Work Foundation, LifeMatters and the Amy Foundation. • thembelihleschool.co.za  
• goodworkfoundation.org • lifemattersfoundation.org • amyfoundation.co.za • Sadly, like 
many countries across the world, domestic violence and assault is rampant in South 
Africa and we lent our voices to the Jes Foord Foundation in the hopes of providing 
women with safety, comfort, counselling and rehabilitation. • jff.org.za

SOCIAL life
Don’t forget to tag us! 

Rovos Rail, Shongololo Express and St James Guesthouses are all on YouTube under @rovosrailtours.

 @rovosrail          @rovosrail          @shongoexpress           @theshongoexpress

 @stjamesguesthouses           @stjamesguesthouses           @rovosrailtours

@meriochaud@tesproos@hello_nono.c@lottieknutson@mrsburmistrova

MIGHTY TRAINS
for DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
It took three years to cut through the endless red tape so we 
might welcome a film crew all the way from Bell Media in Canada. They film a series 
called “Mighty Trains” for Discovery Channel Canada and we were tickled pink that 
they wanted to do an entire show on Rovos Rail!
 
The crew travelled from Durban to Pretoria and then on to Cape Town filming train 
manager, Eric, and his team behind the scenes as well as spending two days with us 

at Rovos Rail Station. Canadians are a friendly 
bunch so the shoot was a seamless and happy 
one. We were actually sad to see them go 
and there has since been a flurry of feel-good  
email exchanges.
 
Our episode is due to air at the end of 2019 so 
watch out for it. A big thank you to local ground 
handler, Robin Matthews, from Big Banana and 
of course to Christine, Mike, Matt, Teddy and 
the rest of the delightful crew from Canada.

@jo_rodgers @molly-beucher @colour-blocker@weddingbashers@theblondeabroad

WE SUPPORT

The host of Mighty 
Trains, Teddy Wilson

LifeMattersRhinos Without BordersAmy Foundation

https://www.deonmeyer.com
https://www.deonmeyer.com
http://www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org
http://www.rhinoswithoutborders.com
http://www.thembelihleschool.co.za
http://www.goodworkfoundation.org
http://www.lifemattersfoundation.org
http://www.amyfoundation.co.za
http://www.jff.org.za
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mGDz3zH8Gig
https://www.facebook.com/rovosrail/
https://www.instagram.com/rovosrail/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/shongoexpress/
https://www.instagram.com/shongololoexpress/
https://www.facebook.com/StJamesGuestHouses/
https://www.instagram.com/stjamesguesthouses/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mGDz3zH8Gig
https://www.discovery.ca/Home

